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ENGLISH SCREENING TEST (E) 
Time Allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Instructions to candidates

1. Do not turn over this page until you are told to do so. 

2. There are nine (9) printed pages in all.  

3. Answer all questions in each section. 

4.

Write all your answers neatly and legibly in the Answer Sheet provided. 

5.
Mobile phones are to be switched off and dictionaries are not allowed.

	    Section A   Grammar                (15 marks) 

    Section B   Vocabulary             (15marks)  

    Section C   Cloze Passages       (20 marks) 

Section D   Comprehension      (30 marks) 

             


Section A: Grammar (15 marks)

For each question from 1 to 15, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your choice (A, B, C or D) and write your answer in the answer sheet provided.
1. My sister is working _________ a journalist with a major news agency.


(A) for



(C) as


(B) from


(D) by

2. Two weeks _________ too short for a term break! Could we extend the break?


(A) has 


(C) is


(B) have


(D) are
3. “To _________ were you talking on the phone last night?” Mrs Tan asked her daughter.


(A) whom


(C) whose


(B) who


(D) what






4. In _________ steps, the robbery victim struggled to get help from passer-by.


(A) painfully


(C) painful


(B) pained


(D) pain





5. The group of rowdy teenagers ________ making a lot of noise in the shop earlier.


(A) were


(C) was 


(B) have


(D) had




6. “It’s getting late, I think we better_________ home,” Pete said.


(A) going


(C) went


(B) go



(D) gone 






7. “What’s the matter _________ you?” Mrs Lim shouted at her son in exasperation.


(A) over


(C) for  



(B) about  


(D) with




8. Seng Teck had learnt to _________ in himself. 


(A) believe


(C) belive 



(B) believing


(D) belief
9. You have added too _________ sugar into the coffee; it’s too sweet.


(A) little 


(C) many  



(B) much 


(D) few 





10.   Other _________ his roommate, the lonely teenager has few friends in school.


(A) besides


(C) beside 



(B) than 


(D) then 





11.   _________ his attempt to explain, his angry girlfriend would not listen.



(A) If



(C) Although



(B) Despite


(D) However

12.  _________ shopping bags are mine. Yours are over there.


(A) This


(C) These


(B) That


(D) Those













13. I have _________ a wonderful time today. Let’s do it again some time.


(A) since


(C) that 



(B) so 



(D) such 

14. I like active sports. Between swimming and reading, I like swimming _________.


(A) more


(C) the least


(B) the best


(D) less


15. You _________ your destination if you have started out earlier.


(A) can have completed
(C) would have reached


(B) shall have reached 
(D) must have reached



Section B: Vocabulary (15 marks)

For each question from 16 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your choice (A, B, C or D) and write your answer in the answer sheet provided.

16. The spoilt teen was _________ and wants her way all the time.


(A) painful   


(C) wilful


(B) skilful


(D) careful
17. My parents trust me to _________ my life while studying in Singapore.


(A) control


(C) manage


(B) excel


(D) spend


18. My uncle is a/an_________ angler who goes fishing every weekend without fail.


(A) amateur


(C) professional


(B) fervent


(D) attentive












19. The heat in the stuffy room was ________ for the guests who soon left.


(A) unbearable

(C) undeniable


(B) unthinkable

(D) unsuitable
20. To succeed, one needs to _________ towards one’s objective.


(A) pretend


(C) persevere


(B) permit


(D) preserve 





21. Celebrities are under constant pressure as they are always in the _________.


(A) lime light 


(C) green light


(B) red light 


(D) street light






22.  The increasing crime rate in the neighbourhood is of ________ concern to the residents.


(A) worrisome


(C) grave


(B) morbid


(D) deprave






23. We have planned an exciting _________ for your travel that will keep you busy all day.


 (A) schedule

            (C) itinerary

       (B) package


(D) budget
24. Pay _________ when you are in class for the lectures.


(A) retention


(C) commotion


(B) attention


(D) prevention


25.  The audience was _________ by the sizzling performance of the pop group.


(A) repulsed


(C) enthralled


(B) appalled


(D) subdued

 




26. It was _________ that the survivors managed to escape the tsunami unhurt.
(A) believable


(C) ridiculous 
(B) noticeable


(D) miraculous






27. The eloquent speaker won the ________of the voters with his speech.

(A) compliment

(C) reward

(B) praise


(D) support

28. What are your ________ for the future that you want to fulfill?


(A) aspirations


(C) inspirations
            (B) revelations


(D) intuitions

29. A _________country is progressive and always plans for the future.
            (A) strange-looking

(C) forward-looking
            (B) attractive-looking 

(D) backward-looking







30. In her hurry to get down the _________of stairs, she slipped and fell.
      (A) flight


(C) group
            (B) fight 


(D) mob






Section C: Cloze Passages (20 marks)

Passage 1 

	in
	even
	of
	would
	even

	for
	the
	could
	shields
	after

	besides
	into
	shielded
	such
	use


There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words given in the box, choose the most suitable word and write the correct answer for each blank in the answer sheet provided. 

When planning a building, a number of things must be taken (31) ________ consideration.  One important factor to consider is the psychological need (32) ________ the occupants or users. For people working in large offices, (33) ________ particular, there is a need to protect their visual privacy. Most offices (34) ________ partition in seating arrangement to provide privacy for staff. That way, staff (35) ________ work with their colleagues while still keeping their personal space. (36) ________ in public places like libraries, there is also a need                     (37) ________ visual privacy. The low partition on the common desks (38) ________ users from the persons next to them or opposite them. Plants are also used as privacy markers.                  (39) ________ providing greenery, they also shield the users from other users. Even building design displays their consideration for visual privacy. Condominium blocks are arranged at a certain angle (40) ________ that they do not directly face each other but are yet accessible. 

Passage 2 

In the passage below, there are ten items, numbered 41 to 50. From the list of words given in the box, choose the most suitable word and write the correct answer for each blank in the answer sheet provided. 
	communicate
	likely
	commute
	popular
	connects

	came
	devised
	browse
	founded
	expanded

	created
	spread
	certainly
	reunited
	completely


Have you heard of Facebook?  In these days of Internet technology, very (41) ________, you have heard of it or perhaps you already have a Facebook account.  (42) ________ in February 2004 by Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook was originally (43) ________ as a social network for students of Harvard University. This network soon became extremely (44) ________ on campus and later, it was (45) ________ to other colleges. Well, what’s so great about Facebook, you may ask. Put simply, it allows people to (46) ________ with each other online. This friendly global network (47) ________ people across the world and what’s most important is that it is (48) ________ free! You can upload pictures and photos on your Facebook page and invite your friends to (49) ________ your website. It’s as simple as that.                 

People have known to become (50) ________ with long-lost friends on Facebook website. Facebook has a million users worldwide!
Section D: Comprehension (30 marks) 

Read the passage carefully and answer questions 51 to 65. Write all your answers in the answer sheet provided.  Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar may be penalised in any part of the paper.
	1

2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Stress is a part of modern living. Often, we hear people say, ‘I’m so stressed.’ The concept of stress is very prominent in our society where people are always in a rush to get things done. Unfortunately, with stress, comes a horde of related illnesses that destroy our physical and mental well-being.
Few people however, realise it is our reaction to the environment which generates stress which depletes our immune system, leading to illness. Our body responds naturally to the perception of danger or crisis. It is a reflex, an animal instinct, our survival mechanism for dealing with life and its problems. When danger or threat of any kind is perceived, we mobilise our fight or flight response; we either confront what is alarming us or flee from it –mentally or physically.
Now imagine this scenario. You are in bed fast asleep. All is peaceful and silent. Suddenly, there is a thunderous explosion nearby. Your room vibrates and the roof seems about to collapse. Your reaction? You are shaken, at a loss and shattered.
Alarmed, you feel your heart pounding loudly as your pulse rate races exceeding fast. Your breath comes in gasps and spurts as you try to keep calm.  Your lungs take in more oxygen to fuel your muscles, Your blood sugar soars to provide a burst of energy. You break into cold sweat. You even feel breathless.  All these prepare you – in the same way as they had prepared our ancestors – for fight or flight. 
Then the moment ends. The danger passes. In the secondary or resistant stage of stress, your body begins to calm down and compose itself. The alarm is identified and dealt with; The body accepts the threat has passed and calms down. Whatever that has caused the initial stress is resolved. All the reactions disappear and everything is again in order within the body’s complex response system. 

All of us would recall the bombing of Twin Towers in New York by terrorist groups. For months after that, people were still in fear of venturing outdoors, fearing for the safety of themselves and their loved ones. The fear factor became a stress issue that consumed people when they realised they could no longer take security for granted.
Like our ancestors who faced stress such as threat from predators or starvation, our highly-pressurised environment also generates tremendous stress. Experts would assert that the stress of contemporary society and the resultant diseases or illnesses – of the body, the mind and spirit, are very much a product of our society’s own doing. If only people are willing to take things a little easier.  Viewed in today’s fast-paced society, that is not possible!
So what is the outcome? Stress-related disorders become the bane of modern living. We all know how powerful the mind influences the body and the harm it does to the body. Problems exacerbated by stress and the results on the body such as ulcers, high blood pressure, heart disease, migraine headaches, arthritis and other inflammatory diseases, asthma, insomnia and eating disorders are a host of problems possibly brought about by stress.
Still, stress can be also proactive such as in the case of healthy competition. School students have been trained in schools to deal with the stress of competing with their peers in study and sports. High-achievers take it in their stride that to succeed; they must have the mental capacity to deal with stress of achieving excellence.  The stress to excel in our achievement-oriented society does help to bring up our standard of education, service and living though it comes at a price.  Psychologists caution the case of increased suicide among our young is a cause for worry.

Though each of us reacts to stress in a different way, there is a general consensus that most people can cope with stress related to day-to-day living.  However, prolonged or unmanaged stress is harmful to the body and needs to be addressed. If left unchecked, our body’s inability to cope with it will result in health problems that will culminate to destroy us physically and mentally.
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Note: When a question asks you to answer in your own words, YOU MUST NOT COPY THE WORDS FROM THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER.

From paragraph 1

51. Why is stress very common in modern society? [1m]

52. Explain the phrase ‘physical and mental well-being’. [2m]
From paragraph 2
53. In your own words, tell us about people’s response to threat or danger. [2m]
From paragraph 3

54. In your own words, suggest how the individual in that situation is feeling. [1m] 
From paragraph 4

55. Name three physical responses of a person when he is confronted with danger. [3m] 

From paragraph  5
56. State what happens when ‘all the reactions disappear and everything is again in order..’ Why is this so?  [2m] 
From paragraph 6
57. What lesson did people learn from the bombing of the Twin Towers by terrorists? [2m] 
From paragraph 7
58. Name one similarity between our ancestors and us with regard to stress.[1m]

59.  What does ‘a product of our society’s own doing’ mean? [2m]

60. Why do you think the writer says ‘that is not possible’? [2m]

From paragraph 8

61. How does the influence of the mind bring about harm to the body?  [2m] 

From paragraph 9
62. In what way is stress healthy for students? [2m] 

63. What is the ‘price’ to pay for having a higher standard of education, service and living? [1m]
From paragraph 10
64. What is the writer’s advice with regard to managing stress in this paragraph? [2m]

65. For each of the following words, give one word or phrase (of not more than seven words) which has the same meaning that the word has in the passage.  [1m each]

       a. perceived  (line 9) 


b. ancestors  (line  21) 

c. consumes (line 31) 


d. generates (line 34)   

e. capacity (line 48) 

End-of-Paper
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