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ENGLISH SCREENING TEST (D) 
Time Allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Instructions to candidates

1. Do not turn over this page until you are told to do so. 

2. There are nine (9) printed pages in all.  

3. Answer all questions in each section. 

4.

Write all your answers neatly and legibly in the Answer Sheet provided. 

5.
Mobile phones are to be switched off and dictionaries are not allowed.

	    Section A   Grammar                (15 marks) 

    Section B   Vocabulary             (15marks)  

    Section C   Cloze Passages       (20 marks) 

Section D   Comprehension      (30 marks) 

             


Section A: Grammar (15 marks)

For each question from 1 to 15, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your choice (A, B, C or D) and write your answer in the answer booklet provided.
1. “Let me introduce you to my neighbour _________ lives next door to me.” 



(A) which


(C) whom



(B) who


(D) whose

2. The bunch of keys _________ left on the kitchen table yesterday.


(A) was


(C) is


(B) were


(D) are
3. “How _________ watching a movie this weekend?” Tom asked his girlfriend.


(A) before


(C) about


(B) aside


(D) after






4. _________ to his diligence, he passed the exam with flying colours.


(A) Along


(C) Because


(B) Due


(D) According





5. If Jenny had spoken to us about her problem, we ________ her.


(A) should have helped
(C) would have helped 


(B) must have helped

(D) should help




6. Juliet used to be a shy student_________ she is so confident now.


(A) while


(C) although


(B) but



(D) when 






7. This is certainly the _________ case of animal abuse we have encountered.


(A) best


(C) worst  



(B) worse  


(D) bad



8. _________ you meet our criteria, the school will not admit you for the course.


(A) If



(C) Unless


(B) Nevertheless

(D) Until
9. Tim takes _________ his dad; they are both alike in behaviour and character.


(A) over 


(C) from  



(B) after 


(D) before 





10.   The boys were unhappy with _________ coach who is very strict. 


(A) his



(C) our 



(B) my 


(D) their 





11.   Don’t be so _________! You have to make up your mind about the matter.


(A) decisive


(C) indecisive


(B) deciding      

(D) decided








12. The change in the school’s curriculum was well _________ by the students.


(A) accepting


(C) accepted


(B) accepts


(D) accept













13. We like to know your _________ on the issue. Let’s hear it.


(A) stand


(C) stood 



(B) standing 


(D) stands 

14. The heavy floods _________ many commuters to be stranded at the train station.


(A) course


(C) caw 



(B) coarse


(D) cause


15. None of the participants _________ to get the answers correct in the contest last night.


(A) manages


(C) managing


(B) managed 


(D) manage



Section B: Vocabulary (15 marks)

For each question from 16 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your choice (A, B, C or D) and write your answer in the answer booklet provided.

16. The plan to build the swimming pool was _________ as there were insufficient funds.


(A) assembled   

(C) aborted


(B) delivered


(D) executed
17. The fire _________ the entire building which was razed to the ground.


(A) rutted


(C) gutted


(B) swept


(D) swirled


18. The talented footballer has a _________ future as he has been offered a lucrative contract.


(A) promising


(C) prominent


(B) punishing


(D) protected












19. We will ________ in this restaurant which serves great food.


(A) bunch


(C) dine


(B) brunch


(D) dime
20. To be an editor, one must be _________ and pay attention to minor details.


(A) meticulous

(C) fastidious


(B) insidious


(D) ridiculous 





21. This matter needs your_________ attention. Please attend to it now.


(A) improbable 

(C) interplay


(B) immediate 

(D) intermittent






22.  River rafting is an exciting outdoor sport but it can also be ________.


(A) boring


(C) dangerous


(B) fun



(D) hazardous






23. The confident and well-spoken candidate leaves a good _________ on the interviewer.


 (A) relation

            (C) impression

       (B) description

(D) expression

24. In today’s technology, we can connect with people from _________ any part of the world.


(A) commonly


(C) particularly


(B) theoretically

(D) practically


25.  A spectacular scenery awaits the climbers when they reach the _________ of the mountain.


(A) summit


(C)  summon


(B) submit


(D) sublet

 




26. Animals in captivity lose their_________ to move about as they are placed in cages.
(A) freebies


(C) freedom 
(B) moment


(D) momentum






27. We will believe you when you show us the _________to back up your claim.


(A) evidence


(C) application form

(B) award


(D) documentation

28. The family members of the hit-and-run victim were _________ when they learnt of her death.


(A) irreversible

(C) uncontrollable
            (B) illegal


(D) inconsolable







29. Everyone is _________and specially gifted in some ways.
            (A) paranormal

(C) unique
            (B) strange 


(D) especial






30. The _________food was so tasty which made our mouths salivate.

      (A) delectable


(C) hygienic

            (B) detectable 


(D) hydroponic






Section C: Cloze Passages (20 marks)

Passage 1 

	as
	in
	and
	to
	out

	very
	their
	mean
	much
	least

	most
	means
	down
	made
	make


There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words given in the box, choose the most suitable word and write the correct answer for each blank in the answer booklet provided. 

In these modern times, the family is (31) ________ for a change. For one thing, the family unit has become (32) ________   smaller. Unlike in the past where people enjoy having big families, the modern family size is (33) ________   to four or even three! In China, for example, parents are limited (34) ________   having only one child. In one of the world’s (35) ________   populated countries, there is really no choice (36) ________ the land is stretched for maximum use. Furthermore, the standard of living has (37) ________   parents think twice about having more children. It seems that Singaporeans are following the example of (38) ________   counterparts in China. In recent years, the birth rate has been falling, which makes the government think of ways and (39) ________   to get married couples to give birth and set up families.  Hopefully, this will help to address the country’s declining birth rate problem                           (40) ________   increase the family size. 

Passage 2 

In the passage below, there are ten items, numbered 41 to 50. From the list of words given in the box, choose the most suitable word and write the correct answer for each blank in the answer booklet provided. 

	exceeding
	console
	consume
	supervise
	watch

	risk
	heel
	splurge
	heed
	supersede

	accelerating
	content
	obese
	resolve
	revolve


We all know the saying – we are what we eat.  Our health very much depends on what we              (41) ________. Doctors have been reminding us to take care of our health and (42) ________ what we eat. It’s about time that we listen and (43) ________ their advice. Eating properly is the right way to stay healthy, especially when we know that there is an (44) ________ number of children who have become (45) ________. The issue of obesity is a serious matter which seems to (46) ________ around their unhealthy eating habits. For one thing, children nowadays are consuming more fast food – ‘junk’ food that contains high fat (47) ________. With more parents working, there is no one to (48) ________ what children eat.  Affluent parents are also not helping the matter much when they give their children generous pocket money to                       (49) ________ on food and toys. Perhaps we must really consider the health of our children and supervise their eating habit so as to reduce the (50) ________ of obesity in children.

Section D: Comprehension (30 marks) 

Read the passage carefully and answer questions 51 to 62. Write all your answers in the answer booklet provided.  Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar may be penalised in any part of the paper.
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	Hundreds of millions of children across the globe are victims of exploitation, abuse and violence each year. They are abducted from their homes and schools and recruited into the army. They are trafficked into prostitution rings. They are forced into debt bondage or other forms of slavery. 

The consequences can be devastating. Violence and abuse can kill; more often than not they result in poor physical and mental health, deny a child education, or lead to homelessness, vagrancy, or a sense of hopelessness. Moreover, when abused children grow up and start families, they tend to abuse their own children.

Though many children suffer in silence, the impact of their abuse is very real. It can be seen in the elevated suicide rates of sexually abused youngsters and in the deaths of young girls as a consequence of genital mutilation or cutting. The global community, at times, is morally outraged at the exploitation children endure. Yet child protection remedies regularly meet with resistance at all levels of society — from governments to community leaders to parents — because child abuse in many cases is privately tolerated and publicly denied.

Children without primary caregivers are deprived of their first source of protection. This can be a permanent or temporary situation, ranging from children who have been separated from their families by war, to those who have been removed by the state from parental care, those who have been orphaned by parents who have died from sexual diseases like AIDS. This reason causes an estimated 13.4 million children worldwide to be orphaned. Separation from parents and family is usually detrimental to the overall well-being and development of a child. In addition, placement in institutions is known to carry risks. In conflict situations, involuntary separation from both family and community protection, sometimes across national borders, greatly increases a child’s risk of exposure to violence, physical abuse and even death. Children who survive often face malnutrition, illness, physical and mental trauma, and stunted cognitive and emotional development.

The use of children as a commodity for labour or sex is a lucrative international trade. Worldwide, an estimated 1.2 million children are trafficked each year. Like other forms of criminal activity, trafficking is an underground activity and is difficult to address. Moreover, families are often unaware of its dangers, believing that their children might have the chance for a better life outside their own country. Frequently, trafficked children are arrested and detained as illegal aliens. Girls as young as 13 mainly from Asia and Eastern Europe are trafficked as ‘mail-order brides’. Up to 10,000 women and girls from poorer neighbouring countries have been lured into commercial sex establishments in one South-East Asian nation. Commercial sexual abuse of children is fuelled by local, not foreign, demand, with sexual tourism only a small part of the problem. The Internet, however, has the potential to promote sex tourism and child pornography globally and this is a cause for concern.

Violence against children, from mild corporal punishment to various forms of torture, can be found everywhere — from homes and schools to detention centres and places of work, It also occurs in all parts of the world, rich and poor alike. In the United Kingdom, for example, babies under one year of age are four times more likely to be murder victims than any other age group; almost all are killed by their parents. Another form of violence condoned by certain societies is that of female genital mutilation or cutting. An estimated 100 million women and girls alive today have undergone some form of this traditional practice. As a result, they face lifelong health problems, including increased risks of dying or becoming disabled while giving birth.
Though it has not been singled out, discrimination is also often a factor in the abuse and exploitation of children. And it is deeply rooted in many societies. Out of 120 million to 150 million disabled children in developing countries, only 3 per cent attend school. Another form of discrimination is the deprivation many children face in their right to inheritance. In many countries, those orphaned routinely lose property rights, and in one Asian country, a child born out of wedlock is legally entitled to inherit only half of what a child born from a registered marriage would receive.
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Note: When a question asks you to answer in your own words, YOU MUST NOT COPY THE WORDS FROM THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER.

From paragraph 1

51.      When children are abducted from their homes and schools, what does this say about the 

           state of the country? [2m]

From paragraph 3
52. 
    Explain how most children react against physical abuse. [2m]
53.      Explain, in your own words, why governments would resist child protection measures.    
           [2m] 
From paragraph 4
54.      Explain why children who have been removed by the state from parental care are in a 
     temporary situation. [2m] 
55.      Explain the two differences between a child with a stunted cognitive development and a   
     normal child. [4m]
From paragraph 5
56. Is child abuse limited to any one country? Which phrase in this paragraph tells you so?  [3m] 

57.      How has the internet changed the nature of the problem with the commercial sexual abuse of    
            children?   [2m] 
From paragraph 6
58. How are parents a potential threat to the well-being of their children? Answer in your own words. [2m) 

59.     Which phrase in this paragraph means “strongly believed”? [1m]

From paragraph 7
60.      Identify the three forms of discrimination that children face in developing nations. [3m]

61.      What does it mean to be “born out of wedlock”?  [2m]
62.      For each of the following words, give one word or phrase (of not more than seven words)     
             which has the same meaning that the word has in the passage. [1m each]
       a. vagrancy  (line 7) 


b. elevated  (line 11) 

c. detrimental (line 24) 


d. lucrative (line 32)   

e. condoned (line 51) 

End-of-Paper
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