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ENGLISH SCREENING TEST (C)
Time Allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Instructions to candidates

1. Do not turn over this page until you are told to do so. 

2. There are ten (10) printed pages in all.  

3. Answer all questions in each section. 

4.

Write all your answers neatly and legibly in the Answer Sheet provided. 

5.
Mobile phones are to be switched off and dictionaries are not allowed.

	    Section A   Grammar                (15 marks) 

    Section B   Vocabulary             (15marks)  

    Section C   Cloze Passages       (20 marks) 

Section D   Comprehension      (30 marks) 

             


Section A: Grammar (15 marks)

For each question from 1 to 15, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your choice (A, B, C or D) and write your answer in the answer sheet provided. 

1.    An apple a day _____ the doctor away. 

	(A)
	is keeping
	(C)
	keeps

	(B)
	kept
	(D)
	keep


2.    As the princess was very beautiful, she _____ many suitors.

	(A)
	has
	(C)
	would have

	(B)
	have
	(D)
	will have


3.    I _____ down the road when I met my good friend, John. 

	(A)
	walk
	(C)
	walked

	(B)
	would walk
	(D)
	was walking


4.    He _____ for Europe next week. 
	(A)
	will be departing  
	(C)
	Departed

	(B)
	would be departing
	(D)
	Depart


5.    My brother is very tall _____ also very fat. He is a big man. 
	(A)
	but
	(C)
	And

	(B)
	when
	(D)
	Because


6.    The little girl was so ____ when she received a teddy bear for her birthday present.

	(A)
	happier
	(C)
	Happy

	(B)
	more happy 
	(D)
	Happiest


7.    “Everyone must be hungry. ____ I serve lunch now?” asked the hostess.

	(A)
	Can
	(C)
	Will

	(B)
	May
	(D)
	Shall 


8.    The baby’s death _____ about by the carelessness of her mother. 
	(A)
	was brought
	(C)
	had been brought

	(B)
	was bringing
	(D)
	brought


9.    I need to return my library books ____ as they are overdue. 

	(A)
	often
	(C)
	Soon

	(B)
	always
	(D)
	frequently


10.  “_____ is everybody looking at me ?” asked the little child.
	(A)
	What
	(C)
	Where

	(B)
	Why
	(D)
	When


11.  I have ____ uncle living in Singapore.

	(A)
	an
	(C)
	a

	(B)
	that 
	(D)
	the


12.  Everyday, the shepherd takes his ______ of sheep over the hill. 
	(A)
	school 
	(C)
	line

	(B)
	flock
	(D)
	pack


13.  I ____ in Singapore for 4 years.   

	(A)
	lives
	(C)
	shall live

	(B)
	will be living
	(D)
	have been living


14.  The dog chased the cat _____ the road.

	(A)
	by
	(C)
	across

	(B)
	under
	(D)
	over


15.  I went for a vacation to Malaysia _____ the school holidays. 

	(A)
	within
	(C)
	after

	(B)
	in
	(D)
	During


Section B: Vocabulary (15 marks)

For each question from 16 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your choice (A, B, C or D) and write your answer in the answer sheet provided. 

16.     Many guests at the party crowded round Mr Lim who was telling _____ story.

	(A) 
	a boring
	(C)
	a delightful

	(B)
	a baffling
	(D)
	an unintelligible


17.     We were ____ when she told us a spine-chilling story.

	(A) 
	irritated
	(C)
	amused

	(B)
	terrified
	(D)
	disgusted


18.     She was so _____ in reading the book that she didn’t see me entering the house.

	(A) 
	engaged
	(C)
	employed

	(B)
	distracted
	(D)
	Engrossed


19.     Samantha is cooking. I can hear the _________ of hot oil in the pan.

	(A) 
	jingle
	(C)
	Sputter

	(B)
	groan
	(D)
	Screech


20.     The story that I’m reading is not the complete one. It is only ________ .

	(A) 
	a report
	(C)
	a summary

	(B)
	an outline
	(D)
	an excerpt


21.    Andrew’s school bag is not heavy. It is made of lightweight ___________ .

	(A) 
	gear
	(C)
	Content

	(B)
	matter
	(D)
	Material


22.    We revise our work ____________ in order to do well in the examination.

	(A) 
	reluctantly
	(C)
	Haphazardly

	(B)
	irregularly
	(D)
	Conscientiously


23.      I shall write a _____ of this book after I’ve finished reading it.

	(A) 
	review
	(C)
	Schedule

	(B)
	report
	(D)
	Programme


24.    “Our next volleyball ____ is tomorrow,” says the captain.

	(A) 
	drill
	(C)
	Rehearsal

	(B)
	practice
	(D)
	Performance


25.     It took a great ____ of courage to speak in front of everybody.

	(A) 
	deal
	(C)
	Dose

	(B)
	ratio
	(D)
	Portion


26.     The detective asked the victim if he could ____ the robber.

	(A) 
	detect
	(C)
	imagine

	(B)
	identify
	(D)
	distinguish


27      You can have either chicken rice or noodles for lunch. What is your ____ ?

	(A) 
	choice
	(C)
	election

	(B)
	opinion
	(D)
	alternative


28.     Mrs Wong is ____ to her students the differences between a moth and a butterfly.

	(A) 
	Telling
	(C)
	examining

	(B)
	explaining
	(D)
	demonstrating


29.     He _____ the two insects to find out the similarities between them.

	(A) 
	sorts
	(C)
	classifies

	(B)
	reasons
	(D)
	compares


30.     Matthew did not complete his work on time as he lacked ____ for it.

	(A) 
	description
	(C)
	prescription 

	(B)
	discussion
	(D)
	concentration


Section C: Cloze Passages (20 marks)

Passage 1 

There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words given in the box, choose the most suitable word and write the correct answer for each blank in the answer sheet provided. 

	to
	its
	then
	there
	beyond

	on
	an
	than
	these
	amongst

	of
	for
	that
	their
	against


In a recent global survey of several thousand business people, Singapore was voted their favourite overseas country (31) _____ business. They listed several factors in support of (32) ________ choice. High (33) _______ the list was safety. They felt that (34) _______ was much less serious crime in Singapore (35) _______ in other countries and (36) _______ they and their families could live and work here safely. They were full (37) _______ praise for the Government, the police and the friendly attitude of citizens (38) ________ foreigners who came to live (39) ______

them. .They also favoured the tough anti-drug policy in Singapore and (40) ______ success in keeping drug-traffickers to a minimum. Other favourable factors include the cleanliness of Singapore and the high standard of hospitals and schools.

Passage 2 

In the passage below, there are ten items, numbered 41 to 50. From the words given in the box, choose the most suitable word and write the correct answer for each blank in the answer sheet provided.   

	indispensable
	desiring
	immediate
	family
	usually

	astonishing
	traditions
	necessary
	what
	nearby

	despite
	occasion
	ceremony
	tagging
	demands


For a young couple (41)_____ marriage, the usual legal obligatory visit to the Registry of Marriages is (42)_____. In a convenient way, this (43) _____ event is usually regarded as a joyous one. It would not be unusual to have the bride or bridegroom’s family members and well wishers (44) _____ along, dressed in their best clothes and taking photographs of the happy couple in the (45) ____vicinity of the Registry’s compound. Next is the holding of the wedding (46) ____itself, which (47)____ much money, time and effort on the potential bridegroom. It is (48)_____ how much pomp and ceremony can still remain (49) _____ the almost complete disappearance of old (50) _____.

Section D: Comprehension (30 marks) 

Read the passage carefully and answer questions 51 to 63. Write all your answers in the answer sheet provided. Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar may be penalised in any part of the paper. All answers must be written in complete sentences.
The following passage is about the practice of blogging and its impact on society.
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            With the introduction of the Internet, blogging or “online diaries” have become something akin to a fashion craze. It is also a simultaneous development making for anyone armed with an online computer to also air one’s views. Care and prudence, however, must be taken in what is being uploaded and published online because the potential readership is the international audience and what is made public cannot be simply taken back. This may lead to many unpleasant responses broadcasted online, and possibly even lead to legal trouble.

             For example, in 2005, there were some blog issues on toilets for the disabled in Singapore. There are already a considerable number of toilets built in public places for the purpose of providing better convenience to disabled or handicapped people. In reality, people with disability are not present to use such special public toilets more than 95% of the time. Even if a disabled or handicapped person is within the immediate vicinity of such a toilet, nevertheless it does not necessarily mean that the person has to use the toilet at that given time and place. Therefore, what harm is there towards the interests of the disabled, if the use of such special facilities is shared between able and disabled people?  

Incidentally, it is a fact that any able bodied person using a special toilet for the disabled has broken no law in doing so. However, it has to be pointed out that able bodied people have many more options compared to disabled people when it comes to the issue of using the toilet. Therefore, when a disabled person is obviously present and requires the use of the toilet, it is only good manners and courtesy for an able bodied person to give way and allow the disabled person priority in its use.    

On the side of the coin, it will be very selfish indeed of any disabled or handicapped person to insist on banning of the use of the special toilets to able bodied persons for the purpose of exclusive reserved use for themselves only. 
Society must evolve to have more maturity in outlook and civic-mindedness if free speech is to be tolerated in the form of blogs. Ultimately, this publicized toilet blog issue in 2005 was not really about the issue of the use of the toilets for the disabled, but rather on the rules on blogging itself. 

Blogging first started as a platform as a form of diary writing online. In the past, it is true that a person is entitled to write anything he or she likes in his or her personal diary. Even if negative remarks about another person were discovered, the writer of the diary had not technically committed any crime. This is because traditional diaries are not published and open to public viewership. In the case of blogging, whatever that is written and posted online is open to scrutiny by anyone with Internet access. A person’s reputation can be ruined if negative things about him or her are published on a blog. That is the complete difference.

We are all privy to our thoughts and may have unique opinions on many issues, not necessarily agreeing with the majority and the public. 
However, some bloggers use blogging as a form of outlet for personal frustrations. Using blogging for the purpose of spreading half-truths, lies or other bad language can constitute as slander and may also bring about the smearing of others’ reputations. This is definitely despicable behaviour akin to the spreading of malicious gossip or rumours orally. Nor should people responding to a viewpoint on a blog website insist that their own viewpoints are right and use rude or disparaging language when they make their responses to other opposing viewpoints. 
Thus, there is a need to establish a code of behaviour regarding the use of blogging, otherwise it may degenerate into vehicles for bad-mouthing others or spreading of untruths and rumours. Rather, instead of using of using a lot of emotional language in writing blog entries, a more dispassionate and impersonal style of language can be used. 

Blogging is not necessarily an outlet for totally unrestrained or free speech. Free speech must also be regulated in which true facts are reported and that the sensitivities of involved interested groups be also considered first. The matter discussed should also be a significant issue, rather than on petty concerns that can be solved easily if a bit of common sense is applied. 
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Note: When a question asks you to answer in your own words, YOU MUST NOT COPY THE WORDS FROM THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER.  
From paragraph 1

51. 
“Care and prudence, however, must be taken in what is being uploaded and published online because the potential readership is the international audience and what is made public cannot be simply taken back.” How does the writer think bloggers should behave when writing and publishing online? [3m]
From paragraph 2
52. 
Do disabled people generally suffer inconvenience in the use of public toilets in Singapore? 
           Support your answer with evidences. [3m]

From paragraph 3
53.
Why should able-bodied people give way to disabled people in the use of public toilets? [2m] 
From paragraph 4
54. 
What does the expression, “On the other side of the coin” mean? [2m]
From paragraph 5
55. 
Using your own words, what does the writer think is important if there is to be free speech 
            in blogs? [2m]
From paragraph 6

56. 
What is the original purpose of blogging? [1m]
57. 
Describe the main difference between writing a traditional diary and blogging online. [2m]
From paragraph 7

58. 
“We are all privy to our thoughts and may have unique opinions on many issues, not necessarily agreeing with the majority and the public.” Using your own words, explain what this statement means. [2m]
From paragraph 8
59. 
How do some people misuse blogging? [1m]
60. 
Describe the two forms of blogging behaviour that the writer does not agree with.  [2m]
From paragraph 9
61.  
Explain, in your own words, why does the writer feel that there is a need to establish rules for blogging? [2m]
From paragraph 10
62.  
Describe three proper rules of behaviour that the writer feels should be applied to blogging. [3m]
63. 
For each of the following words, give one word or phrase (of not more than seven words) 

      
which has the same meaning that the word has in the passage. [1m each]
a. evolve (line 28) 

b. traditional (line 36) 

c. unique (line 41) 

d. establish (line 51) 


e. unrestrained (line 56) 
End-of-Paper
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