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ENGLISH SCREENING TEST (B)
Time Allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Instructions to candidates

1. Do not turn over this page until you are told to do so. 

2. There are nine (9) printed pages in all.  

3. Answer all questions in each section. 

4.

Write all your answers neatly and legibly in the Answer Sheet provided. 

5.
Mobile phones are to be switched off and dictionaries are not allowed.

	    Section A   Grammar                (15 marks) 

    Section B   Vocabulary             (15marks)  

    Section C   Cloze Passages       (20 marks) 

Section D   Comprehension      (30 marks) 

             


Section A: Grammar (15 marks)

For each question from 1 to 15, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your choice (A, B, C or D) and write your answer in the answer sheet provided. 

1.    The children _____________ in the hall this morning. 

	(A)
	are playing
	(C)
	were playing

	(B)
	play
	(D)
	played


2.    “_______ I allowed to enter the room ?” I asked the man. 

	(A)
	Are
	(C)
	Can

	(B)
	Am
	(D)
	Is


3.    John ________________ with my friend when he met her along the road.  

	(A)
	talked
	(C)
	talks

	(B)
	talk
	(D)
	was talking 


4.    Mary ______________ her daughter to school yesterday as they were running late. 
	(A)
	drove
	(C)
	has driven

	(B)
	drives
	(D)
	drive


5.    Where ___________ I find some water?” asked the thirsty man.  

	(A)
	must
	(C)
	will

	(B)
	could 
	(D)
	can


6.    My grandfather __________never _________ to Singapore when he was alive. 

	(A)
	had…….  been 
	(C)
	has…….visited

	(B)
	has………been
	(D)
	had…….visited


7.    Neither the children nor the mother __________ the new car yet. 
	(A)
	see 
	(C)
	sees

	(B)
	has seen 
	(D)
	have seen 


8.    The soldiers charged _____________ at the enemy forces.
	(A)
	bravery
	(C)
	brave

	(B)
	brazenly
	(D)
	bravely


9.    Sam woke up late this morning ____________ he managed to reach school on time.
	(A)
	but
	(C)
	so

	(B)
	although
	(D)
	when


10.  If Jane was not so stubborn, she __________not have made so many mistakes. 
	(A)
	will
	(C)
	could

	(B)
	must 
	(D)
	would 


11. The elephant is the _______________ animal on land.

	(A)
	big
	(C)
	biggest

	(B)
	most biggest
	(D)
	bigger


12.  He has never ___________ a bicycle before.

	(A)
	ride
	(C)
	ridden 

	(B)
	rides
	(D)
	rode


13.  The building is still _________ construction. 
	(A)
	until
	(C)
	under

	(B)
	In
	(D)
	on


14. Christmas Day is _____ the 25th _____ December.

	(A)
	in…….. in
	(C)
	in………on

	(B)
	on……. in
	(D)
	on……. .of


15.  Miriam uses a _________ of scissors to cut the thread.  

	(A)
	range
	(C)
	set

	(B)
	pair
	(D)
	couple


Section B: Vocabulary (15 marks)

For each question from 16 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your choice (A, B, C or D) and write your answer in the answer sheet provided. 

16.     Cynthia has just ____________ a diskette into the disk drive.

	(A) 
	loaded
	(C)
	removed

	(B)
	inserted
	(D)
	extracted


17.    The doctors are  ____________ closely the condition of the elderly patient before making 

         a final decision. 
	(A) 
	revising
	(C)
	monitoring

	(B)
	reviewing
	(D)
	comparing


18.    When Judy paused mid-way in her speech, the teacher ___________ her with questions.

	(A) 
	shoved
	(C)
	signalled

	(B)
	pushed
	(D)
	prompted


19.    Andrew’s eyes ______________ with surprise when the computer began talking to him.

	(A) 
	popped
	(C)
	lengthened

	(B)
	widened
	(D)
	straightened


20.    I could tell that he was angry by the _____________ on his face.

	(A) 
	mood
	(C)
	outlook

	(B)
	feature
	(D)
	expression


21.    It was _____________ of Sean to forgive you.

	(A) 
	childish
	(C)
	charitable

	(B)
	arrogant
	(D)
	insensitive


22.    She was frightened after reading the ______________ story.

	(A) 
	sacred
	(C)
	intriguing

	(B)
	delightful
	(D)
	hair-raising


23.    Mrs Tan is such a ___________ lady that I have never seen her lose her temper.

	(A) 
	meek
	(C)
	bashful

	(B)
	humble
	(D)
	naughty




24.    The cruel ruler was ___________ by the common people.

	(A) 
	overcome
	(C)
	overwhelmed

	(B)
	overthrown
	(D)
	overshadowed


25.     He ___________ his studies because he spent all his time playing computer games.

	(A) 
	ignored
	(C)
	overlooked

	(B)
	neglected
	(D)
	underestimated


26.    The car ____________ to a halt in front of the pedestrian crossing.

	(A) 
	wailed
	(C)
	swayed

	(B)
	swished
	(D)
	screeched


27.    Our class monitor is ________ a visit to the zoo next Saturday.

	(A) 
	reviewing
	(C)
	conducting

	(B)
	practising
	(D)
	organising 


28.    He was in _________ after receiving the tragic news.

	(A) 
	bliss
	(C)
	haste

	(B)
	grief
	(D)
	agony


29.    Mr Tan is going to ________ the matter to find the culprit who broke the window.

	(A) 
	omit
	(C)
	probe into

	(B)
	disregard
	(D)
	exaggerate


30.    The _______ customer complained angrily to the manager.

	(A) 
	irate
	(C)
	composed

	(B)
	contented
	(D)
	malevolent


Section C: Cloze Passages (20 marks)

Passage 1 

There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words given in the box, choose the most suitable word and write the correct answer for each blank in the answer sheet provided. 

	a
	with
	an
	their
	anywhere

	of
	from
	them
	through
	entering

	no
	down
	nowhere
	against
	departing


All sorts of creatures are anxious to share our homes (31) ______ us. Birds seek to build (32) ______ nests under the sheltered edges (33) _____ a roof. Bees will nest (34) ______they can find a large enough space, even inside (35) _______ unused tree or a hollow tree trunk. Ants, termites and woodlice creep into a building and work their way up (36) ______ the bottom. Mice and rats use a similar method. They follow pipes or look for small spaces (37) ______ which they can enter. If there are (38) ______ convenient spaces, they can use their sharp teeth to gnaw their way through wood or plastic. Spiders sometimes have a different way of (39) ______ a home. They can climb up a convenient pipe or tree, dangle at the end of a thread of web and wait for a breeze to blow them (40) _____ a house. When that is done, they can creep through windows easily.

Passage 2 

In the passage below, there are ten items, numbered 41 to 50. From the words given in the box, choose the most suitable word and write the correct answer for each blank in the answer sheet provided.   

	slowly
	history
	rapidly
	modernisation
	unrest

	prosperity
	introduced
	concept
	facilities
	taught

	remain
	recognise
	grown
	accept
	learnt


Singapore is a young nation that has developed (41) ______ in a short time with a modern airport, port and other excellent (42)______. In this process of rapid (43)_____, a generation of privileged children have (44) ______ up without experiencing the turmoil and (45) ______ of Singapore during its early years. Thus, comes the need for National Education. The state has come up with the (46)______ of National Education which is to be (47)_____ into the school curriculum. School students will learn about the (48) _____ of Singapore. They will come to (49) _____ the struggles that the nation had to go through in order to be independent. Singaporeans are taught never to be complacent and to work hard to maintain a state of (50) ______.  
Section D: Comprehension (30 marks) 

Read the passage carefully and answer questions 51 to 64. Write all your answers in the answer sheet provided. Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar may be penalised in any part of the paper. All answers must be written in complete sentences.
The following passage is about one visitor’s impression of Mexico City.
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            It is always strange and questioning to arrive at a place at night, especially a place one has long waited to visit, when its features are shadowed and turned away in sleep, and one can only speculate for the morning. 

            The next morning, I woke in Mexico City to find a bright sun and the veils drawn away. This was the heart of Mexico, standing on a plateau seven thousand feet high, populated by five million people, and ringed by mountains, and guarded by two great volcanoe, Popocatepetl and Iztaccihuatl, that gaze down through perpetual snows. 

            For Mexico is the oldest living city in America. It was built on islands, with gardens anchored in barges, and even today it has a floating air. Its lakes have dried up, but it has a cushiony crust that acts as a shock absorber for earthquakes, and you can still feel a curious dimpling in the ground when a heavy truck goes by. 

           Today the capital is in a time of building, extending, and changing daily. I saw skyscrapers of glass and mud baked hovels, colonial churches and Hilton hotels, Parisian-type boulevards and open-drain back streets, blond Americans and obsidian Aztecs. My hotel was Edwardian – full of brass cuspidors, potted palm trees, and whispering bell-boys, while outside Indians were selling stuffed tamales and corncobs to passers-by.

           I’d been advised to approach Mexico City with caution. “As it’s over seven thousand feet up, beware the lack of oxygen; one drink has the strength of three; food’s highly spiced, so take it easy; watch out for altitude sickness….” In fact I never felt better, I walked on my toes, the altitude cleared my head, food was various and delicious, and after three quick tequilas I felt I possessed the secrets of the world.

            Tequila, the national drink, is made from the heart of a cactus. It is served short and colourless and is taken with fresh sliced lime and a dash of salt on the hand to refresh you. For lunch I ate tacos – little rolled-up tortillas stuffed with pork, chilli sauce, and raw onion. It is an old Indian dish, enjoyed by Mexicans of all classes, tasty and more comforting than a sandwich.

            Walking the sun-warm streets I seemed to see the city close up, lit by sudden flashes of chance. Flowers blew about like coloured wastepaper, and the place was curiously exposed with life. I remembered a man in a doorway eating fried eggs from his hat, which he’d sprinkled with scarlet peppers. Another, nearly, was selling sauce from a bottle – a penny a shake, if you brought your own food. 

           I remembered the faces, too – the broad-jowled mestizos, and the occasional steel-gray descendant of Spain; but mostly I remembered those far older than Spain, the original soft-footed possessors of the country. I saw families of Indians, bare-toed on the pavements, bringing in vegetables and pottery from the hills. Their dark faces resembled the faces of Mayan idols. 

           At night, the streets round my hotel–were lighted treasure boxes in the early evening. Here was hand-beaten jewellery in gold and silver, brown glass, embroidered blouses, Indian scarves and shawls, and calfskin suits as soft as your cheek. There were also bright precious stones newly dug from the hills – chalcedony, opal, and onyx – and old squat gods still caked with earth, primitive paintings and carved wooden saints. 

           With a Mexican friend, we went to a night club called Mauna Loa, where the dining-room is thatched with bamboo and palm leaves and has a pool full of sleeping flamingos. When dinner began the pool was covered for dancing, and the music woke up the flamingos, who uncoiled their necks and started walking around the tables spiking the food with their long pink beaks.

            Along the way back to the hotel, we passed a night school where Mexicans were trying to learn English. On the blackboard, in chalk, it said: “Call the Doctor.” A group of Indians were staring in through the window. 

                           Adapted from “I Can’t Stay Long” by Laurie Lee.  
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Note: When a question asks you to answer in your own words, YOU MUST NOT COPY THE WORDS FROM THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER.  

From paragraph 1

51. 
Using your own words, why did the writer feel that it was “strange and questioning” to arrive in a new place at night? [2m]

From paragraph 2

52. 
What does “the heart” (line 5) refer to? [1m]

53.  
Give one reason why the writer calls it so. [1m]













From paragraph 3

54.  
In your own words, explain why Mexico had, and still has, “a floating air” (line 11) [2m]    

From paragraph 4

55. 
Give two pieces of evidence to show that Mexico City is changing daily. [2m]

From paragraph 5

56. 
Name two precautions that the writer had to take in Mexico City. [2m]

57. 
What was the writer’s reaction to his new environment in Mexico City? [2m]

From paragraph 6

58. 
How can you tell that most Mexicans drink tequila and eat tacos? [2m]

From paragraph 7

59. 
In your own words, what do the writer mean when he says “the place was curiously exposed with life” (lines 34-35)?  [2m]

From paragraph 8

60. 
Who were “the original soft-footed possessors of the country”? [2m]
From paragraph 9

61. 
List three things that drew the writer’s attention about Mexico City. [3m]

From paragraph 10

62.  
Describe something special or unusual about having dinner at Mauna Loa. [2m]

From paragraph 11

63.  
What can you tell about the Mexicans’ command of the English Language? [2m]

64. 
For each of the following words, give one word or phrase (of not more than seven words) 

      
which has the same meaning that the word has in the passage. [1m each]

a. anchored (line 10) 

b. altitude (line 23) 

c. possessed (line 24) 

d. sprinkled (line 34) 


e. resembled (line 41) 

End-of-Paper
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