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ENGLISH SCREENING TEST (A)
Time Allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Instructions to candidates

1. Do not turn over this page until you are told to do so. 

2. There are nine (9) printed pages in all.  

3. Answer all questions in each section. 

4.

Write all your answers neatly and legibly in the Answer Sheet provided. 

5.
Mobile phones are to be switched off and dictionaries are not allowed.

	    Section A   Grammar                (15 marks) 

    Section B   Vocabulary             (15marks)  

    Section C   Cloze Passages       (20 marks) 

Section D   Comprehension      (30 marks) 

             


Section A: Grammar (15 marks)

For each question from 1 to 15, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your choice (A, B, C or D) and write your answer in the answer sheet provided. 

1.    The baby ________________ quietly in his cot now. Don’t disturb him. 
	(A)
	sleep
	(C)
	is sleeping

	(B)
	was sleeping
	(D)
	sleeps


2.    Can he ______________ English well?
	(A)
	spoke
	(C)
	spoken

	(B)
	speaks
	(D)
	speak


3.    Joe __________ not graduate at the end of the year if he fails the exams.

	(A)
	could
	(C)
	will

	(B)
	would
	(D)
	can


4.    Jack has ___________ cancer throughout his life.

	(A)
	fights
	(C)
	be fighting

	(B)
	fought
	(D)
	been fighting


5.    Since  ____________ did you start wearing a hat?

	(A)
	why
	(C)
	when

	(B)
	where
	(D)
	what


6.    What ___________ you ___________ to do this afternoon?
	(A)
	did...........going
	(C)
	were.......going

	(B)
	are.......... going
	(D)
	was.......going


7.    It is ________________ to go to school by bus than by car.

	(A)
	cheap
	(C)
	more cheap

	(B)
	cheapest
	(D)
	cheaper 


8.    This is the _____________ movie I have ever seen. 
	(A)
	most good
	(C)
	best

	(B)
	more good
	(D)
	good


9.    Due to a skin infection, the dog has lost much of _________ fur.  
	(A)
	it’s
	(C)
	It

	(B)
	its 
	(D)
	itself 


10.  “_____________ you like some coffee ?” asked the waitress.
	(A)
	Shall
	(C)
	Can

	(B)
	Must
	(D)
	Will


11.  If  I were ___________, I would not waste my money on such an item. 
	(A)
	him 
	(C)
	his

	(B)
	he
	(D)
	himself


12.  They had an enjoyable time at the beach __________ the drizzle.
	(A)
	despite
	(C)
	except

	(B)
	lest 
	(D)
	unless


13.  The two dogs fought __________ a piece of meat ferociously. 

	(A)
	up
	(C)
	for

	(B)
	with
	(D)
	over


14.  Jack prefers this toy car _____________ the toy train.

	(A)
	to
	(C)
	than 

	(B)
	from
	(D)
	besides


15.  We _______________ in this estate since my younger brother was born. 
	(A)
	lived
	(C)
	had lived

	(B)
	were living
	(D)
	have lived

	
	
	
	


Section B: Vocabulary (15 marks)
For each question from 16 to 30, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer. Make your choice (A, B, C or D) and write your answer in the answer sheet provided. 

16. Harry Potter is a fictional _____________ created by J.W. Rowling.

	(A) 
	actor
	(C)
	model

	(B)
	prototype
	(D)
	character


17. We laughed heartily when Mary told us a ____________ story.

	(A) 
	tragic
	(C)
	thrilling

	(B)
	humorous
	(D)
	hair-raising


18.  The audience fell asleep as the play wasn’t ___________ .
	(A) 
	boring
	(C)
	misleading

	(B)
	entertaining
	(D)
	spine-chilling


19.   This fantastic story is based on the author’s own _____________ .

	(A) 
	opinion
	(C)
	interest

	(B)
	perception
	(D)
	imagination


 20.   I finished that book in one day as the story is _____________ .

	(A) 
	baffling
	(C)
	ordinary

	(B)
	fascinating
	(D)
	demoralizing


4. My grandmother is eighty years old but she is still as _____________ as a fiddle.
	(A) 
	fit
	(C)
	scrawny

	(B)
	healthy
	(D)
	youthful


5. Mrs Wong is tired and she is going to _____________ .

	(A) 
	play with fire
	(C)
	take a nap

	(B)
	kick the bucket
	(D)
	turn over a new leaf


6. The eggs _______________ under the soldier’s heavy boots.

	(A) 
	rattled
	(C)
	crackled

	(B)
	rustled
	(D)
	crunched


7. “There is a snake here!” she _______________ .
	(A) 
	muttered
	(C)
	whispered

	(B)
	mumbled
	(D)
	screeched


8.  Peter sputtered with ______________ when he told us how he was falsely accused of theft.

	(A) 
	joy
	(C)
	rage

	(B)
	fear
	(D)
	confusion


9.  Jane is __________ person. She expects others to follow her ways.

	(A) 
	a bashful
	(C)
	a reasonable

	(B)
	a submissive
	(D)
	an overbearing


10. The suggestion raised by the team member was promptly ____________ by the leader.

	(A) 
	overruled
	(C)
	overwhelmed

	(B)
	overthrown
	(D)
	overshadowed


11. We ____________ John over the lies he had told to us.

	(A) 
	consoled
	(C)
	commented

	(B)
	confronted
	(D)
	congratulated


12. He felt a/an ________________ sense of loss when his wife passed away.

	(A) 
	ordinary
	(C)
	negligible

	(B)
	admirable
	(D)
	overwhelming


13. On the first day of our trip to the countryside, we went for a _____________ in the woods. 
	(A) 
	ramble
	(C)
	rampant 

	(B)
	rampage
	(D)
	rummage


Section C: Cloze Passages (20 marks)

Passage 1 

There are 10 blanks, numbered 31 to 40, in the passage below. From the list of words given in the box, choose the most suitable word and write the correct answer for each blank in the answer sheet provided. 

	had
	by
	down
	in
	against

	of
	before
	off
	has
	up

	from
	are
	and
	were
	can


Japan has the most advanced early warning system for earthquakes. This country built concrete seawalls in many coastal communities which provide basic defences (31) _____ tsunami. In some coastal towns, (32) _____ the event of an earthquake, networks of sensors are set (33) ____ to set off alarms in individual residences (34) ____ automatically shut down floodgates to prevent waves (35) _____ surging upriver. In one town, many signs in Japanese and English mark escape routes, and emergency sirens (36) _____ tested three times a day. Nuclear power plants and bullet trains are designed to automatically shut (37) ____ when the earth rumbles, and many buildings have been built with steel and reinforced concrete.  In 2007, Tokyo also revealed the world's first wide-scale quake alert system, which gave a few seconds' advance notice (38) ____ a tremor reaches them. This warning system works (39) ____ detecting primary waves in the ground. Alarms are set (40) _____ when these primary waves become strong enough. 
Passage 2 

In the passage below, there are ten items, numbered 41 to 50. From the words given in the box, choose the most suitable word and write the correct answer for each blank in the answer sheet provided.   

	conceived
	wanted
	houses
	confident
	established

	organised
	hopped
	rode
	hunched
	available

	possibility
	school
	galloped
	environment
	surroundings


During the 1970s, many young Singaporeans (41)____on motorbikes. With technological improvements, big touring models became (42) _____ in the 1980s, and there was no need to sit (43)____ over handlebars, thus being able to see more of their (44)____. One group became so fascinated by this new (45)____ that they decided to focus on touring instead. Therefore, on 27 May 1985, a group of motorcyclists (46) ____Team 27 Motorcycle Club because this group of good friends used to hang out at Lorong 27 in the Geylang area. Team 27 now (47)____itself at Woody Green, No. 1230, Upper Thomson Road, Singapore. Club members used to travel to Thailand and Malaysia and made friends there too. As the club expanded in (48) ____  and became more adventurous, it went further and further. On one such trip, the 3 Nation Charity Ride was (49)_______. In 1994, the club successfully (50) ____ the first bike rally in China where many participants took part. 
Section D: Comprehension (30 marks) 

Read the passage carefully and answer questions 51 to 67. Write all your answers in the answer sheet provided. Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar may be penalised in any part of the paper. All answers must be written in complete sentences.
The following passage is about the evils of gambling and the tragic consequences.
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 In June 2010, when World Cup fever swept both sides of the Straits of Johor, many people were arrested in Singapore and Malaysia for illegal gambling operations linked to this event. Malaysian police stated that some illegal gambling syndicates were earning RM100,000 (S$43,000) a day through illegal soccer betting.   
Gambling on the World Cup is one thing. Jackpot also seems to be extremely popular. In fact, it is a form of gambling that is made easy and impersonal. Indeed, if one is not careful, one could also well get addicted to this colourful game of chance. 

This is no laughing matter, as gambling could well lead on to social tragedies. In March 2005, an entire family in Singapore committed suicide because of gambling.  The two young children in this doomed family who lost their lives, were especially tragically innocent as they would never grow up to taste the joys of life. It is a sad reminder of the ruin that can await a heavily indebted individual should he or she ever become addicted to the thrill of gambling, but finds himself or herself being unable to repay the astronomical debts that subtly come into existence.
Human beings love the thrill of winning. The human character is competitive by nature. And nothing motivates one more than personal financial gain by all means possible. How much more so, if, by the simple throw of dice or game of cards, there is no need to engage in great physical efforts or mental activities in order to win something without losing anything in exchange. Many religious teachings rationalise this behavior as the sin of greed in man. 

It is for this reason why sports and games have an ageless attraction to people of all ages, races and creeds. And gambling, the game risking all for the sake of winning high stakes, has often been mistakenly hailed as the only game fit for mature adults. 

Lessons on the evils of gambling can also be drawn from history. Ambitious leaders or warlords who aspired to carve out empires within their lifetimes were compulsive gamblers. In reality, the decisions made by these leaders, with national fortunes or peoples’ lives being at stake, ruined countless families and brought about great economic and social destruction. 
The patterns for historical empire building were disturbingly similar. A streak of winning consecutive series of victories led to the overconfidence in the leader himself, who thus believed that he was simply infallible and could not  lose. To feed his insatiable hunger for more conquests and victories, more and more risky decisions were made. At some time in their careers, these ambitious leaders inevitably lost their high-stake wagers in the political arenas, leading to disastrous consequences. 

Mathematicians have proven time and again, the theory of probability, which is inevitably applied to the games of chance. The chance of financial gain through winning high stakes with the minimal amount of physical and mental effort, are in reality, extremely small. Yet the intoxicating thrill of winning a prize always inevitably seems to tempt a potential gambler. It is because the gambler never considers the unpleasant, disastrous consequences of losing the game and getting into serious debts. The engrossed gambler is blinded by the dazzling prizes and is convinced that he or she is destined to be the ultimate winner.  This mindset typically leads to irrational decisions that cause disastrous results. 

The gambler will never realize how deeply one can sink into accruing debts, and will increasingly become obsessed with recouping one’s losses. The historical lessons of would-be empire builders are a case in point. The only difference between historical figures and the normal, individual gambler is merely the scale of impact. 

There is no free lunch in this world. For every winner at the gaming table, there will always be nine other sorry losers. This is the undisputable law in gambling. Do not let yourself be tempted into rolling the dice, not even once.
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Note: When a question asks you to answer in your own words, YOU MUST NOT COPY THE WORDS FROM THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER.  
From paragraph 1

51. 
Why were many people arrested in Singapore and Malaysia in June 2010? [2m]
From paragraph 2
52. 
Why is jackpot so popular? [1m]
From paragraph 3
53.  
Give three reasons why gambling is considered no laughing matter? [3m]





From paragraph 4
54. 
 List three factors that encourage human beings to gamble. [3m]
55. 
 “Many religious teaching rationalise this behaviour as the sin of greed in man.” Explain in your own words the meaning of this statement. [2m]
From paragraph 5
56. 
 What does the word ‘ageless’ (line 21) mean? [1m]
57. 
“……mistaken hailed as the only game fit for mature adults.” What does this statement tell you about adults’ attitude generally toward gambling?
 [2m]
From paragraph 6
58. 
Describe the consequences of the decisions of historical leaders desiring to build empires. [2m]
From paragraph 7

59. 
What cause the historical leader to feel over-confidence? [2m]
60.  
Describe two factors that motivated a historical leader to make more and more risky decisions. [2m]
From paragraph 8 

61.  
“The chance of financial gain through winning high stakes with the minimal amount of physical and mental effort, are in reality, extremely small.” Using your own words, explain what this statement means. [3m]
From paragraph 9
62.  
“There is no free lunch in this world. For every winner at the gaming table, there will always be nine other sorry losers.” Describe the warning implied in these statements that the writer is trying to convey. [2m]
63. 
For each of the following words, give one word or phrase (of not more than seven words) 

      
which has the same meaning that the word has in the passage. [1m each]
a. subtly (line 17) 

b. compulsive (line 30) 

c. infallible (line 35) 

d. inevitably (line 41) 


e. accruing (line 50) 
End-of-Paper
�








_______________________________________________________________________________

BCA Academy (Screening Test 1)                                                                                                              Page 2 of 10

